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From Awareness to Access: 



Think College is a national technical 

assistance, research, training, and 

evaluation center dedicated to 
developing, expanding and improving 
higher education options for students 

with intellectual disability.

www.thinkcollege.net

What is Think College?

http://www.thinkcollege.net/


At Think College, 
We help:

Develop college options for students with intellectual disability

Improve existing inclusive postsecondary education (IPSE) programs

Assist students and families to prepare for college



What are 
Inclusive 

Postsecondary 
Education (IPSE) 

Programs?

College Course 
Enrollment

Internships/
Work Study

Paid Jobs 
(on/off campus)

Campus Life/Organizations

Living Independently







Public 
Awareness 
Campaign

Designed to build awareness and expand 
access to college for students with intellectual 
disability.

Our campaign goals are to:
• Increase knowledge of inclusive college 

options

• Share information about the benefits 
and outcomes of students with 
intellectual disability attending college

• Offer people ways to spread the 
message: “Think Higher. Think College.”



www.thinkhighered.net
Home page Videos

Audiences Take Action

Events Stats



RESOURCES
FOR EVERYONE

EXPLORE AND DOWNLOAD RESOURCES ON GOOGLE DRIVE

EXPLORE AND DOWNLOAD RESOURCES ON GOOGLE DRIVE

Think College has created new products to share 

the Think Higher. Think College. message

INCLUDING:

An IPSE resource guide

Educational handouts, posters & postcards 

Social media & dissemination toolkit

Easy-to-share social media content 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10EiYWxNkDpbe1VrSdKjJdrQDNok60uD4?usp=drive_link


Resource Hyperdoc





Resource #1
New Educator THTC video (4:40 minutes)



How the video has 
been used
• Resource #1: New Educator 

THTC video

• Parent Advisory Council meetings

• Transition specialists use for IPSE 
recruitment;  orientation



Resource #2

Transition to College: Educators Can Make it 
Happen!

https://tinyurl.com/e6f9d7hv

https://thinkhighered.net/uploads/TCcampaign_Educators.pdf
https://thinkhighered.net/uploads/TCcampaign_Educators.pdf


How these recommendations 
have been shared 

• Resource #2: Transition to 
College: Educators Can Make it 
Happen

• MA IPSE: Orientation to school 
partners including sped admin and 
transition specialists (i.e., family 
prep; student prep; CBTS team 
from college and school)



College Fair 
Somerville, MA



Resource #3

Conducting a College Search

https://tinyurl.com/4p9nu9kf

https://thinkcollege.net/sites/default/files/files/resources/HTTC1_UPDATE_2023_R.pdf


How College Search 
has been utilized
• Resource #3: Conducting a 

College Search.

• Follow-up person –centered 
planning action plan

• Course assignment in transition 
specialist training program



Resource #4

Back to School: 
Resources for Students and Families

https://tinyurl.com/5n6cyhjy



How this tool has been 
used
Resource #4: IEP Goal Ideas

• Transition assessment: college 
preparation

• Course assignment: Connecting 
college goal to assessment and 
IEP development

• Parent Advisory Council 
orientation to IPSE/IEP preparation



Resource #5
What’s on your mind? Let’s look together! 



What else is helpful

Resource #5

• Let’s brainstorm!



Printable Resources
A Resource Guide for Inclusive Postsecondary Education for Students 
with Intellectual Disability

Exploring College for Students with Intellectual Disability: Families Make 
it Happen

College is for YOU!

Transition to College: Educators Can Make it Happen!

Higher Education Leaders Make College Possible for Students with 
Intellectual Disability

Social Media and Dissemination Toolkit



ThinkCollegeTA@umb.edu
 

Have Questions?
We have Answers! Think College Transition Professionals 

Facebook Group



Take Action, Join the Campaign!
• Download & Print a few posters; Hang in your office or 

classroom, Share with colleagues at school

• Share our publications at state transition & VR conferences

• Send campaign materials out to families or educators

• Share at an upcoming transition or college fair

• Share during an IEP or person-centered planning meeting

• Add links from your website to ours

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u2ff9F2RinVDiAFFCIRlJaTQp7DWOmxs/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jdrV2d5thEXV27Gafd59uXOxt9oxzjsD
https://thinkhighered.net/uploads/ThinkHigher-ThinkCollege-Resources.zip


What will you do?

Turn to your neighbor and share ONE 
way you plan to use the THTC 

resources. 





Who We Are Our Mission
The IPSE Association is a 

membership organization of 

professionals and advocates 

committed to the inclusion of 

people with intellectual disability 

in postsecondary education.

Our mission is to build a community 

of professionals and advocates that 

advances policy and practice to 

expand opportunities for inclusive 

postsecondary education for people 

with intellectual disability.

www.ipseassociation.org



Follow Us
@IPSEAssociation

Scan Me
Scan Me

Scan Me



Join US!
Scan this QR code to access 

membership application.



https://thinkcollege.net/about/contact-us#newsletter 

Make sure you are on our 

MAILING LISTS!



Thank you!!
Susanna Miller-Raines susanna.millerraines@umb.edu 
Maria Paiewonsky- maria.paiewonsky@umb.edu 

mailto:susanna.millerraines@umb.edu
mailto:maria.paiewonsky@umb.edu
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